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Building a Deck: 
What you should know 
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Design & Build 

Whether you are 
Grilling, Dining, 
Entertaining, 
or Relaxing - 
your deck adds 
beauty and 
convenience to 
spending time 
outdoors, at 
home.



THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE BUILDING A DECK

Expanding your living space by adding a deck is a can 
enhance your enjoyment of your space and add to the 
value of your home. Hiring pros like Scope Design & Build 
will help you get the most out of your project and avoid 
some common pitfalls. We will help you tackle all the critical 
design issues like picking the right material for your budget, 
considering the climate, what type of deck will best fit your 
lifestyle, and building a structure that will stand the test of 
time.  When we consult with you about your project, we’ll talk 
you through:

MATERIALS – There are several decking material options you 
can choose from for your deck project including:

• Pressure-Treated Wood
• Cedar Decking
• PVC Decking
• Composite Decking
• Hardwoods

Each material has its pros and cons and ranges in terms of 
pricing, quality, and longevity.



We are committed to your outdoor comfort

SIZE, STYLE, AND FUNCTION – Your new deck should be 
proportional to the size of your home so that it is both 
functional and aesthetically pleasing.  We’ll help you build 
a deck that is the right size that also fits with the style of 
your home and how you plan to use it.

PRIVACY – If your deck will be visible from the street or 
neighboring properties, we can help you consider the best 
option for you to retain your privacy while you enjoy your 
new deck.  Sometimes a privacy fence is needed, while 
you may also consider a trellis or evergreen plantings.

MAINTENANCE – While every decking material involves 
some kind of maintenance, we will walk you through your 
options and help you choose the best one for you.  If 
you don’t mind staining your deck every couple of years, 
you might consider natural wood, but if your priority is 
low maintenance, composite decking may be your best 
choice.



We evaluate many factors when we estimate the 
cost of your deck project including:
• Preparing the area (including any necessary demolition and 

removal of current materials)

• Aesthetic and safety requirements  

• Materials 

• Labor

• Permitting where required

Cost 
The average cost to 
build a deck is $25 per 
square foot with most 
homeowners spending 
between $4,380 to 
$10,080 total. An 
entry level deck with 
basic materials costs 
$15 per square foot, 
while a deck built with 
premium materials 
costs $35 per square 
foot.
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Taking Care of 
Your Deck

A properly maintained deck can last a very long time and 
provide years of enjoyment.  A little care and know-how 
will help you have a more durable and appealing outdoor 
space for years to come.

ALL DECKS

Regularly inspect your deck for wear, deterioration, 
raised or exposed nails or screws, and loose boards

Wiggle or put weight against the railings to make sure 
they have tight connections

Check to see if you notice any movement of the deck that 
may indicate that the supports may need to be re-aligned 
or replaced

Replace any other hardware that looks rusted

Keep the deck swept clear, especially when leaves are 
falling in autumn



Occasionally, it may be necessary to replace a broken or 
damaged board in your deck. 

Tip: If you have multiple boards that need replacement, consider 
replacing all of the deck boards at once for a fresh, uniform 
appearance with structural integrity.

Wood Decks

Part of deck care is giving a deck a good cleaning once a year. 
Consider scheduling it when temperatures are mild, such as in 
spring. 

• Before cleaning, clear any deck furniture, toys and potted plants out of the 
way.

• Sweep the deck.
• Use a putty knife to remove any debris from between deck boards that a 

broom or scrub brush can’t reach.
• Clean the deck by spraying a biodegradable outdoor cleaner that removes 

mildew. 
• Scrub with a stiff bristle brush, using an extension handle, if necessary.
• Then rinse the deck with a garden hose.
• Pressure washing is an option, but follow instructions to avoid damaging the 

wood. Use the pressure washer at a low setting with a fan spray nozzle, and 
check manufacturer’s recommendations for the wood type. Do not use a 
pressure washer on a composite deck, as it can damage the decking. 

Tip: Clean wood railings by applying cleaner and scrubbing from the bottom up. 
Top-down scrubbing can splatter cleaning solution onto dry wood and leave 
marks. Bottom-up cleaning splatters onto an already wet surface. 



If your boards need a new protective coating as part of deck 
maintenance, or have never had a protective coat, you should stain or 
seal them. A stain or sealant will improve the deck’s appearance while 
guarding against the elements. 

Some types of stain or sealant require new application every few years 
for best results. 

Composite Decking

Unclog Gaps in Boards
Leaves, grass, etc., can all get stuck in the gaps between your composite boards. 
If the debris gets wet, it may promote organic decay on your deck. Whenever 
you notice buildup, use a spatula or putty knife to get the leaves out. Afterward, 
you can spray the deck with a garden hose to make sure you rinse off anything 
you initially missed.

Sweep Often
Sweeping your deck is easy to do and prevents debris from getting caught in 
gaps. Make sure to sweep regularly, especially during autumn when leaves fall 
en masse.

Remove Dirt and Salt
Whether from a flower pot or your shoes, dirt may build up on your deck over 
time. Also, winter might leave rock-salt, which was used to melt snow and ice, 
on your deck. To remove these kinds of debris, start by sweeping. If that doesn’t 
get rid of the dirt, grab a gentle scrub brush (do not use metal), water and mild 
soap. Scrub the dirt away then rinse the area.

Scrub Grease
Whenever you spill on your deck, clean it up right away, as this will help prevent 
stains. However, if you spot grease or grime on the material, wash it using a 
mild detergent meant to cut through oil.
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